
Providing Drug Checking



Drug Checking facilitates 
reflection processes

Result, personal explanation of the 
potential risks



Drugs Just Say Know

- Since 2004
- Distributed more then 40’000 

copies in three languages 
- Product is also available in 

Germany and parts of Austria



Since 2012, warning.ch to 
display the DC results



Zurich’s integrated 
approach
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Zurich's (saferparty.ch) 
alert system

Local distribution

- First-Aid

- Hospital

- Police

- Clubs and Bars

Assessment

International distribution 
- TEDI – Project
- EMCDDA
- div. project

Alert
- Picture
- Substance information
- Risk-assesment

DC – Results 

Forensic 
analyses

EMCDDA

Media

Website



Safer Clubbing 
Switzerland

Quality label to promote a safer nightlife culture  and to 
enhance the  experience to go out!
Safer Clubbing, is:
• creating a common base for nightlife promoters together 

with nightlife lobby systems (club commissions)
• not only focusing on the risk, the association promotes also 

the positive effect of the nightlife culture
• a consultative or collaborating partner for the government 

and community and neighbourhood organisation



Safer Clubbing trainings 
– Staff Day

Since 2012 once per year
Target group staff members, bouncers and club owners
Training topics:

• First aid 
• Drug related risks
• Alcohol and the law (protection of minors)
• Hospitality
• Drink mixing

Tombola with several prices for the participants
After the training social event with food, sound and drinks



Nightlife round table
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Round Table members

Established 2002 in Zurich, 3 to 4 time per year 
Participants are:

• Club and Bar owners
• Security companies manager
• Police (licence and noise protection department)
• First aid medical service (ambulance)
• Nightlife related prevention and harm reduction service 

The topics are defined by the round table participants self



Safer Dance Switzerland

Safer Dance Switzerland is an association, member are nightlife-
prevention institutions or individual experts. 
The aims are:
§ developing a modular offer (DC, Psychedelic Ambulance, Chill-Out), 

with staff members (peers and pro.) from all three Swiss regions
§ providing nightlife prevention at big festivals with a national crowd or 

in region/cities where not so a kind of offer exists
§ empowering local prevention institution to settle up new offers
§ working together with nightlife stakeholder on a safer clubbing 

principal



Safer Dance at festivals



Safer Nightlife 
Switzerland

Safer Nightlife Switzerland is a multidisciplinary national competence 
centre for nightlife issues. 
The aims are:
§ supporting nightlife prevention offers in Switzerland 
§ developing and implementing action-plans on specific issues
§ network between science, prevention, harm reduction, policy and 

repression 
§ know-how exchange, training and conferences for nightlife 

stakeholders



Conclusion



Nightlife prevention 
activities 2014

Fact and figures 2014
- 778 onsite activities 
- 135‘593 contacts
- 14‘001 consultations
- 1’604 substance analyses



• Be present with an attractive offer in the lifeworld of recreation 
drug users helps to attract this target group and gives us a 
unique monitoring possibility. 

• Personal support, information, short advices, harm reduction 
strategy's and Drug Checking offers creates risk awareness 
among recreation drug users. 

References:
- Evaluation of Zurich’s and Viennas drug checking service
- European pill-testing study
- Over thirteen years of practice experience!

Nightlife prevention is 
effective



More and more people 
comes to the service



Poly drug use
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Substance trends – typical 
party night



Comparing nightlife data’s 
with (last 30d)…



• Establishing the existent offers on a sustainable level.
• Supporting the implementation of new nightlife prevention 

and Drug Checking services in other cities and regions.
• Collecting data on structural level, to develop a national 

monitoring and early warning system.
• Partnership with European nightlife networks (NEW Net)
• Providing Drug Checking for new user groups (poly-drug and 

steroid users).

Future perspective



THANK YOU FOR LISTENING
alex@a-buecheli.ch 


